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REFLECTIONS 

OK 

PEACE AND WAR. 

CHAPTER I. 

INTROOUCnOII. 

Whsit we connder the' calamities war in- 
flicts upon mankindy the millions of human 
beings it has sacrificed to the passions c^ 
ambition and revenge, the scenes of deso- 
lation and horror it has produced^ and the 
crimes and immoralities that follow in its 
train, we are induced to conclude that it bad 
its origin in depraved lusts and pasrions and 
that nothing but grpss moral deluwon oould 
ever have made it popular among rational 
beings. A custom which militates so much, 
against the peace and happiness of our 
race, by extending the reign of malignant 
passions^ extirpating the feelings of compas- 
sion and mercy, and rsnderfng the hearts of 
2 



meo callous to the feelings of humanity, can^ 
act be viewed with indifference, by any one 
who desires the improvement of human na- 
ture, the progress of peace and the blessings 
of genuine Christianity. 

It has bden estimated that the lives of four- 
teen! thousand million of human beings have 
been sacrificed in war. This is about 
eightee» times the number of inhabitants at 
present (m the globe, and is equivalent to the 
destruction of the inhabitants of eighteen 
worlds of the same population as ours !* If 
this estimate be correct it follows that the 
average annual number, who have perished 
fey the ravages of war, for the past six 
thousand years, exceeds 2,300,000 ! ! ! , 

If a famine or pestilence were to visit our 
planet, and destroy the lives of all its inhabi- 
tants once in every 333 years, it would not 
be a greater calamity than the human ^ace 
are actually inflicting on themselves by the 
horrible custom of war ! 

What an awful picture is here presented of 
human folly and depravity ! What a tre- 
mendous system of iniquity must that be. 



> Dick's Phflosopby of Religion, pp. 263. 



which has saorificed. the liv«s of so many 
millions of rational and intelligent beings,, 
and by which they have been massacredy 
maQgled, butchered, and slain in a manner 
too shocking and horrible for humanity t6 
contemplate. 

When we consider the improvements in 
science, the refinements of civilization, the 
schemes of baoevolence, the devotion to tty 
ligion of which the present age boasts, it is 
truly lamentable to reflect, that this work of 
destruction is still tolerated, the art of war is 
still learned, plea after plea urged in its 
favor, the passions which lead to it instilled 
into the human breast, that was designed to 
belhe abode of humanity, justice, merey and 
love. 

if the practice were confined to those 
■ations and families of the earth, who, sunk 
into the lowest scale of ignorance, supersti- 
tion and darkness, continue in the barbarous 
practice of offering human sacrifices to their 
idols, there might be reasonable grounds to 
hope, that as the light of civilization and 
Christianity, shed a benign influence over their 
benighted condition, these dondsof moral 
•dftdcness would soon be dispelled, and all the 
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m9iAamm9£ thfr«arth jota in mniattmiiig mm. 



: Bat wlien w0 reflect that dirietian imi* 
tioii8» and ehfistian proressors of the anil* 
ttma getpd of peaee, tolarata tSa ewttom of 
War, and employ the adrantages whiah tim* 
UzaAati iliriiiahca, in the appUcatioB «f aci- 
eaee to ihia art of dsatniolioa, the eoMlii* 
aien to whkh we muat eome is as faumiliatfaig 
aa St it irrasistiUevthat Iba largeat portion of 
die proftaaora of ^riatiaoitj inamd of mi* 
faadflg are tetariii^ the poriod whan the 
*Uword ahall be beaten iaIo a p^vi^ghabaxe 
and the apaar into a {mming heek, whea na^ 
<ioB aball no longer lift up sward agaiflal 
Milioo naithi^ ahall men team laar ai^ 



We eee amoi^ the various proiessors of 
tdigion* a grsat disf^ay of zeal lor the eon* 
veteion of the Heatbso^-eAetr haaian aaoci- 
ieee are hM up le Tiear in the etrongcat ia«- 
gaage that imagination ean picUire^ in o»d»r 
te arouae in ear boaoms the moat thriUsag 
aangatwoa of abhorraaee i^ the paipetratioa 
of auob kdnHMB dcedsb Stmlg appai^ ate 
awda ia overjr ehnsten oommonity to aid 4q 
the hane^lant pfojeet of puUid»ag ibe pee* 



^Sspel the clouds of superstition^ iMaW Mid. 
moral dimness, with nrhich they ure eofve* 

But ndij-is ii« thai thefe is not ^ mnho 

'oaal ftfidr eifoit, to eisdieate from niaottg 

cliriilians themaelvts, an evil' aa idu<A to b^ 

depioaed as aiijr boatbea cw^ai with whaab 

w» JUMf vaaqaainted } 

Do we see wtho ffiota-ia oar hvother'seji^s 
aad aodMapoiir not to^aat out the^baam whiob 
as iaoarcoaeft e|re? if so we are giiky of 
l^rpaoikyu (MAar.vii.5. 
: Aiaie wxilar ha&with ipeat pxoptiaty ofe. 
«« tha^ to offer hui^Ba saarifioas to false 
f'of naljonal honouriov to tht aoibitiao 
4xt avarioe of rulers is no better than to ofcr 
itham toHoloQh^OT-aDy.oth8E beatben deity, 
land as soon aa theieyes of the fmgi» oan be 
^opelMd to see that war is Iho eSoct of .driii- 
wioUf it wili then beooBie tm uapqpular^aa.aay 
«thar heathemsh- made of offering htuoin 
saerifieas»'' 

Wo ate sheehed-wfaena single murdMis 

oofloniiilad ; we pursaa the aupid9iertteoa||^ 

all- his hidsag*ftaoes» and by the laws of. the 

laadrhe ia«iii4a, to ei|piatflijMsi>§ii»i^dMt.;at 
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It*. If tiw mMnight loMMr enmrs a iwMs^ 
aikd deMfioyft the lires of itn tdiMoesl. sad 
unsaspeedng irnnates, it is oonsidered «iwof 
the highest eritnes that ean be eomiiitted 
against Ood or man. Bat whea thonsafldb- 
or lens of thoasaads of human heiaga mm to- 
be indtserimkiaMj bntehered wbat 
of all this seeming sensibility to ithe 4 
tikm <^ lifbt wheti a oempany of men indtiad 
to ^i work iff degiruetkm enter aet^,»|»at' 
men, women and children to Ihe sword^aat 
fire to their darellii^ and comnme their faaif 
dead bodies in the amoking tolas, it is^nmadBr 
and robbery in their most terrifie 16mm $ tfie 
gntit of it is not removed by a dachratioo m£ 
nmt, whMk is a kind of indnlgeBoa to oom^ 
mif these erimes with ini|Ninky. Men may 
make what disitoclionB they pieaae bsiwam 
the deeds of the midnight assassin, ani Urn 
man who enters tlie battle field wkfa "die m- 
tention of killing, but in the eight of the fUSt 
Judge of all the Earth there can be no difibr- 
ence. The halo of glory wfeieh haman pride 
and ambUon may Ihr6ir around the iu^mUs 
eruMties of War, the dstusive o^Mnieai^ that 
whiHi Wwf Is decMtedf MSdMdaal 



d 
MUfy a»d iadif i4lual 4amo^ ctmm9f stMi <4k«l 

beooiMiitted into enemjr'fl territory withottt' 
rettvttBty nmy Mrve as a doak t# onrttr ^ 
defoimty of htnBan d^ra/fily,. biit it can 
iiev«v-«liaQga ^e immcitable laws of fitanai 
TMCitydeT «« CM ia not roaoked." Warai a 
ayt a aa of kfetUaed bmtaktf, rebbaty ani 
nMnrdnr* aad if rdbbary mA lauMbr ara 
daeda that are aObnm ia tiie DMiie teifki 
nHian comaiittod on a -amaH' scale' aa. ia <tte 
eMe of a aingb murte, Ww much B»ore o^ 
(tauive are thi^ whaa tana of Ihoaaanda 
beconaa their victtfltw? 

Do we auppoao the^wiU i^ Qod-m capri^ 
ckaaii liiat what ke jiiatly aUioaa may* ba 
made to cammsiid kia apprctolioa by kaBMA 
deereea ahd declaratioDB? Are kia justice 
asd mercy ao pliaUe tkat they may be made 
aBbsarnent to the vile purposes of military 
glory or lead their saactioa to the atrocitiea 
of wart 

^ God is not mocked, Mich as ye sow* 
such akall ye reap." Few iadaed would 
enter &e battle fiald-^fewer atiii woakl 
ba the Ttetima of war, did every maa 
tba ftfee of ikia axpraaaain, aad 
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Temember that for all his actions God 
bolds him personally responsible, he would 
see then, that infinite justice is not de- 
luded by the briltiant appehdages of War. — 
He would discover no justification for hi$ 
conduct, because the great mass of mankind 
are engaged in it, or because the popular 
doctrine teaches him that War is justifiable ; 
as far as it relates to himself he would dis- 
cover that all the honours and exploits of the 
tattle field — all the victories obtained in War 
would be a miserable substitute for the joys 
of that Eternity on the ocean of which his 
immortal spirit must soon be embarked. 

He who expects to enjoy the society of 
^heaven must abstain from the commbsion Of 
acts repugnant to the justice of God. 



CHAPTER II. 

CHRISTUNITY INCULCATES PEACE AND. 
VORBUMI WAR* 

Tax religion of Jesus Christ, breathes 
<« glory to Grod in the highest, on earth peace 
and good irill to men." It requires the 
oomplete control of the passions**-teache8 us* 
that we most return good for evil — love our 
enemies— do good to them that hate us-^and 
forgive others their trespasses. Now, if men 
are fulfilling these obligations, when they 
are butchering one another — and doing all 
the possible harm they can to their enemies 
-~then, Christianity sanctions, War — but not 
otherwise. 

To say a man may be a Christian, when 
he goes into the field of battle and kills his ^ 
enemy, is equivalent to saying that Christiani- 
ty does not require men to love their ene* 
mies. If killing Our enemies is not a positive 
violation of a Christian command— I know 
not what is. 

I have cherished from childhood a rev)»- 
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itnoe for the precepts of Jesus-^^f all tiiKi 
hu erer been written, touching the duties of 
man» I esteem the sermon on the Mount as 
the most suhlnne, inteliigij^e and practical 
exposition of them, embodied in which are 
the plain Christian precepts, in which malice, 
hatred, revenge and the like passions, are 
without reservation prohibited ; and where 
the -indulgence of these passions is forbidden, 
wars and fightings are as positively for« 
bidden, as though there had been a direct 
precept on the subject, for without the in- 
dulgence of these dispositions, no War ever 
Ims been, or ever can be carried into 
operatbn. 

We read in the New Testament that Jesirs 
Obrist came into the world to save sinners— 
«iot to destroy men's lives ; that his religion, 
oonsists in visiting the widow and fatherless 
tn tiieir afflictions^— not in makmg widows 
andoiphans by thousands, and then leave 
them to drag out a mtserable existence and 
die in obscurity, unnoticed and unpitied by 
the world. ♦ 

We do not find that he ever prayed for the 
destruction of his enemies, as some of hw 
modern Mowers do ; there is no instatico 
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wtore he evet encDuraged any ene to ratiini 

etil for evil-^none wheve he erer eounte^ 
nanced retaliation — nor did he ever tell his 
disciples that his kingdom was of this world, 
and that it was lawful for them to fight. 

On the other hand he always inculcated 
the principles of peace— fbrgiyeness — mercy 
— ^love — patience-^compassion and kindnesA; 
-^<* Blessed'^ says he <^are the peace maherg^ 
for they shall be called the childra:! of God.'' 
'« Blessed are the merdjvl for they shall 
obtain mercy." 
' It may belaid that these precept* are waky 
afiplicable to private life, well suited for tha 
individual in the capacity of a citizen, and 
Gbristian^ but that it was never iBteaded 
that nations should exbiUt towards aalkns 
the magnanimous forbearance of the fioapel. 
This however is a mistaken opimen, beeaina 
it requires a man to possess two characters^ 
under one of whidi he may serve Christ-** 
and under the other, Anti-Christ. • The nni* 
form adherence to the obligations and pruMst* 
pies of Christianity, whether in public, or 
private life^ constitutes the true Christian a»l 
most useful citizen. It is the just aj^icatioo 
of these principles to humaa conduot, aloftok 
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aod aMitiPy ^ tke moosatay regulattoiM 
wtich may be established by* the comaam 
cMiiSBt- of maokiad S» 4he good of a06iet3^ 
Ziothiogeaa be inor<^opfK>sad to ^e Spirilt. «f 
the Oospd thaa retaliatMMD Had rovaage» aad 
that War k {Nreduotiye of theae and a heel 
of oiher diaMIcal paftuonsy ao considerate 
laea can ior a SKitBeat . doubt. It ig eqaaUy 
eertai& that the iadulfeafie of these depmv^ 
foropenskies infliots aa ||ieat an iaiury on the 
aserak and happiness of mankiad^ as the 
enstott of War dees on tli#ir property end 
pirsons. 

. Thet eufih were the Tiewa of the early 
GhxMiiaos there is aa^^le evidenee on regprd*-* 
Mkffk.lhe laegeag^ of the Apo8tlfe» '' Froin 
ndieadeaotBe wexs and figbtift f i " sem e thfy 
MQt Jieaos eveo-of the lusts that war in yo|ir 
mmlt»m^' (Jas. iv^ h) '<Be^ aUof 
one mind bmug cow y a ssi to B <va» of awO^fn^, 
km ee teetbMit be pitifal^ he courteous; :not 
feadsiiiig«vil for evUr or railing lor railifitgt" 
1 JPbt. iii. 8. <* See th«t nooe render evil 
feeitt un^ any.mftfi-" 1 Tihbs. t. jld* 
i '' God hath called 4MI to fitMe," <l Coiu 
eshr U.) i<JLeya#i4eiriljwfee," IJhe^ 
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it* I* Put pff ADg«f« wrath aadinalkV 
(Go&« iiu 8.) ^'Lot all bittenma, tnd 
wmAr <^ anger* and damor, . and orU 
qpaakiagtbe put away from you^ with all 
matoik." (Bph. if. SI.) '' Avaoga nat 
youraebes." (Rov. xii. 19w) «« If thiai 
anemy huagar feed hifli»<if he thiiat give Um 
diink/' Rax. xit« dO.) These and away 
more paatages that mig^ be aeketad £rmi 
Iha wvitinga of tto Apoatlea, am snfficmt to 
ahow ua' h<nr they aodaistaod the preeapta <^ 
tileir master* ft is also indisputable that the 
Ghtiaimm d the 1st aad Sod oentoties, 
believed that War was forbidden hy^ thf 
Geepel i they openly declared .this belief and 
in the suppwt of it-'WcvewiUisg aran to 
aamrifioe their Mvaa^maay. of them siiAved 
martyrdaorftflr their fakhfalness to tba oMiea 
nf him #ho said ^My Kingdom iaaot af 
«iiia wertd, else would my servanta ight»'' 
4lfe Mlowiag aratnataaeea theveof. 

Um6MtMt was conirinoed of ChiialHUHff % 
wIbIo holding the eommissicm of oeatniinn in 
fte army^ and for lefteing koger to aen« 
he was committed to priaait ^* It ianot lawi- 
M" said he ««^fbr a Qhiistiaa to bear arms 
br any eartMy ceaa i d ar ai i ii i f '- end he wiaa 
t 



itt contB^onee put lo death : CaflsiaDy an* 
eU»r ^Mmstiaa convert ia the samt legioii, 
also gave up his commbMon and for the 
anne cause was consigned to the execi»- 
tfamer ; Martin was bved to the profession of 
atms, hut when he was convinced of Chri»- 
Hanity, he abandoned his profession; tha 
reason he gave for his conduct was Ihis, ^'1 
mm^ ChristiaQ and th&r^m I cannot fight.'^ 
Laetautius, another early Ghristti^ says ex* 
pressly, <' It can never be lawful for a 
righteous man to go to War." 
• Jostin Martyr declayes that theorefusal of 
Ifae Christians to bear arms was a fulfilment 
of the ancbnt propheey, ** We, who in tinea 
past kitted one another do not now fight with 
^r enemies." These were, the views of the 
dhrirtiattB who irnmediately aueeeeded the 
Apostlea in the Government <of the Church 
and this faiUi&lneaa was maintained tbioii|^- 
out the firvt two centuries^ But as the 
Church became corr^ted, and loatits purity 
and the. tove of fikhy luore heciune predomi- 
iMUit, her aspiring Bi^c^ began to court 
thaUagdoBBof this world and the gl^iy of 
them; they yielded to worldly influences-^ 
iitde by little they fonopk tbe.pseeepte of 
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their maMr, till military famm wwe bot« 
fowed from the natioiift ftromd them, and 
amoDg whdm they dwelt, to express the en* 
l^agenieats by whieh they attaehed then^ 
aelves to ChritfC ae their leader.* The !■• 
troduction of military fiMrms readily paved 
the way fbr the intfodaetioD of a military 
spirit. 

The civil add eoelesiasticaldoniaicMi b ecam e 
Uended, {Nroftssing Christiaos beeame amal- 
gamated with the corrupl morals of the ag^ 
^nd the doctrine that War was Anti-Chria- 
tian, ceased to be regarded as the doctrine of 
Christ. This doctrine once beiag abandoaed 
4he great mass who were kept in ^darkness 
and ignorance by their leaders, were easily 
persuaded to take op arms, and even to 
Mieve that they had a Diviae command for 
ihe oommission of the most inhuman deeds. 
During the ages of general corruption and 
•violence which suooeded some were left who 
still advocated the cause of Peace. 

The Waldenses, in the 12th century, pro* 
Aibited and condemned all wars and fightiags 
•tm inconsistent with the Chriirtian religion. 

' • MMhiiah 1 voU p.67. 
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fri the 19^ fiehttiry tli6 ettfig^tentdt BNttmitt, 
wrote his " Complaint of PMiee'^ aod '« Pieft 
of reason, religion and hnmanity i^nst 
War.** Bpiscopids declares, that the wart of 
the Christians fbi^idhed the Jews wMt stih* 
stantial j^asons fbr rejecting Chfistianlt]^ 
Wicklillh declared that the whole trade itt 
War was sinfal. 

' That pious and learned nian Bishop Tay- 
lor, had a clear view of the genuine doctnne 
^ Christ, when he expressed himself thu^: 
•*As contrary as cruelty is to mercy, tyr- 
anny to charity : so are War and bloodshed 
to the meekness and gentleness of te Chris- 
tian religion. I had thought, said he, of the 
prophecy, that under the Gospel, our swords 
should be turned into ploughshares, and our 
spears into pruning hooks. I knew that no 
tittle spoken by God's spirit should return 
unperformed and inefiectual; and I was 
certain that such was the excellency of 
Christ's doctrine, that if men would obey 
ft, Christians should never War one against 
another.*' 

George Fox and his faithful co-adjutors, 
boldly proclaimed that all wars and fightings 
were sinful and at variance with the practice 
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i^SmmCMkA a|id the Apo«tl««-«^-tiid the aor 
«i0ly iKbieh w«8 gathered through their ia- 
atettqientalltj, have oootiniied through maay 
pefie(»itioDs to bear a faithful testimony on 
Hie^subfect to the present day. . They helieve 
ibat all wars and fightings whether o&nsiive 
'«r daftnaiiie, for whatever pur|>osf» or \g 
vhomsoever they may be conducted are coQ* 
trary to the wlU of. Giod, and being uara- 
.aevi^y prpbihited by the precepts of Jesus, 
BO Christian can, engfige in, or encouragp 
Ihem. 



CHAPTER III. 

P&fVLkK FREJUDICBS IN FATOUB OF WAS* 

Let u8 examine some of those popvlsr 
]Mejifdic68 by which mankisd hare been de^ 
Ittded, which tend to perpetuate this lerribl# 
system of wickedness and cruelty. 

The inducements to engage in war, majr 
be divided and examined under the Arflewiog 
heads. 

1.— J. faUe idea prevaiht thai gloria ft a* 
tadied to ike mUiHuy frofe smm ^ l i t 
men may acqwefotme by meioriee oAtetit*- 
ed in war and thai lie eharacUre 4f greae 
conquer ore are held t^y ae deeertingmd'' 
isereal ofiplaifse.— 
2. — Thai iDiihoui war^ natiane wouU kava 
no meane of obtaiming a redteee of grien* 



S,.^That naUone woM be espoeed to < 
vol inmjiU and aggreeeion^ did they nei 
eonHnwMp maintain a defentime ponlian. 

^ — Thai the leraeliiee were permUiodmad 
even commanded iodeetrojfihe CanammUeOf 
and iheri/are iimiuei be eeneieieni wM Hke 
will of God, — 
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l.*— A false idea prevails that glory is at- 
laehed to the military profession — that fame 
is acquired by victories obtained in war — 
that greatness necessarily belongs to the 
Omiquerer and his deeds are worth yof uni- 
¥f aal applause. 

•The praise that m bestowed upon theses 
whb iMive been engaged in war, fbrnishes 
feel to the flame of ambition and keeps alive 
that restless spMt of dominion, which usurps 
mt* avthcnrity never delegated to matt» and 
over*runs the earth withcarnage and plunder. 

' That ibe^ Ascieot Heavens who deified 
iBdi panioiM aa anger and revenge, should 
iMnre attached gbry to the profession of war, 
and api^anided the deseroyers of their species, 
ta'B0t dtqiroporlbnate to their views of the 
ebaracter of God, and the nature and duties 
of«Mn» 

Bat.for those on whom the light of Chris- 
ttanity has beamed, to attach glory to a eus- 
ton whieh Cinristianity ocmdemns, is a dis* 
gn»e te Religion and a difehenour to God. 

Xhe constant tendency of war is the de- 
gmtUakm of human character; instead o( 
elsvathig, it sinks man down to a level with 
thft [leasts of the field; the same passions 
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which lead irrational • brutes to kill Iktid'^ 
stroy each other, are called into actidn 'in alt > 
human quarrels, and as no stream c&n'fisie 
higher than its source, so the exercise of such 
passions never can raise man above the level 
of the brute. 

The fame that is supposed to be attftehed 
to the military profession— ^the greatness that 
is supposed to belong to the conqueror muW 
be of limited duration ; in the progress «f 
Christianity, it is destined to sink into 61^^ 
fivion and contempt. ' * 

All the monuments that have ever been 
erected to perpetuate the name and tte^ds of 
the warrior — all the victories he has cter 
gained in the work of destruction, sink' into 
utter insignificance, when compared with the 
name which he obtains who has conqueired 
those lusts and passions of his own bodom 
which' lead to wars and fightings. 

The name of one may be engraven on 
stone — ^the pyramid may markliis final rest* 
ing place, and tell the passing stranger the 
story of his short earthly career — ^but eveh 
tbese will crumble to the dust-^the other hUM 
a name, <' written in heaven" in the iRfperish- 
able record of the " LamVs Book of Lifb.*' 



** He that is slow to anger is better than the 
ibigbty, and he that nileth his spirit, than he 
that taktth a city." « 

True greatness consists in the subjugation 
of evil passions, the exercise of Christian 
virtues, and the improvement of the human 
mtdlect* 

Wfaan we contemplate the effects produced 
ttfMn human conduct and character, by thia 
leve of military glory, and lock at the un» 
paraMied crimes which have been committed 
in itB pursuit— when we see it extinguishing 
virtue, and pervearting the noblest endow- 
nents of man's nature, we have sufficient 
mason to withold applause and to view with 
jttsi abhorrence the whole military profession. 

And who are some of the departed heroes 
and Gonquwors to whom the world has done 
homage ? Among these we may place Nero, 
who set fire to Rome that he might amuse 
himself with the miseries of its unfortunate 
ii^bitaDts : Caligula, who murdered many 
wkh his own hands, and caused thousands 
who were guilty of no crime to be cruel- 
ly butchered : Antiochus Epiphanes, who 
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slaughtered 80,000 iohabitanU of Jerusalem 
in cold blood : Hamilcar, who threw all the 
prisoners that came into his hands to be de- 
voured by wild beasts : Ashdrubal, who put 
out the eyes of the Roman captives, cut off 
theif noses, legs, arms, and tore their skin to 
pieces with iron rakes and harrows : Genghis 
Khan, who caused 70 chiefs to be put into as 
many caldrons of boiling water — who took 
pleasure in beholding his army beheading 
100,000 prisoners at once — who massacred 
during the last 22 years of his reign 
14,470,000 human beings and committed ra- 
vages in four years that were not repaired in 
as many centuries : Tamerlane who destroy, 
ed three or four thousand people by pound- 
ing them in large mortars, and by building 
them among bricks and mortar in a wall: 
Alexander, Csesar and Buonaparte — to whose 
mad ambition the lives of 6,000,000 human 
beings were sacrificed. 

These are a few specimens of what the 
world has dignified with the appellation of 
" glorious achievements" — splendid victories 
-^-thesethe Herpes .whom the world has hon- 
oured. 

2. — ^That without war ntftions would have 
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no means of obtaining a redreis i^ grievao- 

When nations go to war for a redress of 
injuries, they may justly be compared to a 
man who spends a hundred dollars in a vexa- 
tious law-suit for the recovery of a debt of 
ten ; in other words they inflict greater inju- 
ries on themselves than those they attempt to 
redress, to say nothing of the vast sacrifice 
•of human life that oilen attends their quar- 
rels. 

It is fully admitted, even by its most strenu- 
ous advocates, that war is the greatest ca- 
lamity that can befall any people, and expe- 
rience has amply proved, that when nations 
•engage in it, it is always upon the uncertainty 
of any good results from the contest. 

"In every age" (says Napier,) "and in 
every nation, the uncertainty of wars has 
been proverbial." 

The practice of settling national differences 
at the " cannon's mouth" or with the point of 
the bayonet, might be expected from savages, 
but there is no principle of reason or com- 
mon sense upon which it can be justified 
among civilized people. When we look back 
upon the history of the past, and review 



the ioenes of Blaughtor and caratge with 

which its pages are stained, we have a Die> 
lancholy evidence of the efiect of this de* 
lusive opinion, that war furnishes the only 
means of obtaining a redress of grievances. 

"War** says a late writer* "is utterly 
ineffectual to secure or advance the object at 
which it aims. The misery which it excites* 
contributes to no end, helps to establish no 
right, and therefore in no respect, determines 
justice between the contending parties. 

The fruitlessness and vanity of war appear 
in the results of the great wars by which the 
World has been lacerated. 

After long struggles, in which each nation 
has inflicted, and received incalculable in- 
jury, peace has been gladly obtained, on the 
basis of the condition of things before the 
war. Status ante Bdlum. 

Let me refer for an example to our 1m0L 
war with Great Britain, the professed object of 

* An onitioa by Charles Sumner, delivered beforo 
tiie aathoritieB of the City of Boeton^-Hsoiitained in 
• perapUet of 96 ps|:ee, and well worthy the atten- 
tfve penisil, not only of the ftienda of peace, but the 
lofwai; 



27 

which was to obtain from the latter power a re- 
nunciation of her claim to impress our seamen* 
The greatest number of American seamen ever 
officially alledged to be compulsorily serving 
in the British navy was about eight hundred. 
To overturn this injustice, the whole country 
was doomed for more than three years to the 
accursed blight of war. Our commerce was 
driven from the seas ; the resources of the 
land were drained by taxation ; villages on 
the Canadian frontier were laid in ashes ; the 
Metropolis of the Republic was captured, 
while gaunt distress raged every where within 
our borders. Weary with this rude trial, 
our Government appointed commissioners 
to treat for peace, under these instructions ; 
"your first duty will be to conclude peace 
with Great Britain, and you are authorized 
to do it, in case you obtain a satisfactory 
stipulation against impressment, one which 
shall secure under our flag protection to the 
crew. If this encroachment of Great Britain 
is not provided against, the United States 
have appealed to arms in vain,^^ * After- 
wards, dispairing of extorting from Great 



* Amsriean St»te ptpors, vol^ viii* p. 57 "S^. 
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Britain a relinquishment o£ the unrighteous 
claim, and foreseeing only an accumulation 
of calamities from an inveterate prosecution 
of the war, our Government directed their 
negotiators, in concluding a treaty of peace, 
'' to omit any stipulation on the subject of 
impressment.'^^ The instructions were oheyed 
and the treaty that once more restored to us 
the blessing of peace, which we had rashly 
cast away, and which the country hailed 
with an intoxication of joy, contained no 
allusion to the subject of impressment, nor 
did it provide for the surrender of a single 
American sailor detained in the service of 
the British navy, and thus by the confession 
of our own Government, the United States 
had appealed to arms in vAiif.^ p. 21. 

In the dark ages of Europe it was a 
common practice to settle personal differ- 
ences by a resort to arms ; but as the light of 
civilization beamed on the benighted under- 
standings of men, this mode of settling dis- 
putes was abolished: all civilized nations 
now agree, that justice is more readily ob- 
tained in the case of single individuals, by 
the arbitration of judicial tribunals, than by a 
resprt to arms. '< As we revert to those early 
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periods irben it prevailed, our minds are im* 
pressed by the barbarism which we behold ; 
we recoil with horror, from the awful subju- 
gation of justice to brute force ; from the im- 
pious profanation of the character of God in 
deeming him present in these outrages .: from 
the moral degradation out of which they 
sprang, and which they perpetuated ; we 
involve ourselves in our self-complacent vir- 
tue, and thank God that we are not as these 
men, that ours is, indeed, an age of light; 
while theirs was an age of darkness ! But 
are we aware that this monstrous and im- 
pious usage, which our enlightened reason so 
justly condemns in the cases of individuals is 
openly avowed by our country, and by the 
other countries of the Earth, as a proper 
mode of determining justice between them."* 
Nations are no more likely to obtain jus- 
tice by a resort to arms — than individuals 
were who submitted the settlement of dis- 
putes to the arbitrement of trial by battle. 
The principle, and rule of action are the 
same, the enormity and folly of the usage, 
are as great in one case as the other, whether 



* Sonmer*! oratioD, page 25. 
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it be advoeated by the semi-bcyrbariaa of 

the Feudal age, or the statesmati of a more 
civilized and enlightdned people. Both alike 
iavolve the right of closing the profaatioa 
of an immortal being — a liberty never dele*- 
gated to mcui — and which can never be 
exercised either by individuals or by nation, 
without incurring the displeasure of HeaveiH 

It is said that war aims at the estal>- 
lishment of justice. What folly to look for 
justice from a custom that disinbes society 
of humanity and mercy, stopa at no degi^e^ 
of vilenesss or depravity, spreads the seeds of 
immorality, demolishes every wprk of hu* 
man^ improvem^it, and barters away t\m 
highest privileges of a nation by eacehasgiag 
a state of national happiness for one of 
oational woe. 

Even admitting, that nations always ob- 
tained justice by this mode of settling dif- 
forencM^, the sacrifice of human life which it 
occasions, would outweigh, in the mind of 
a christian every consideration in its favour* 
Man is an immortal being; he does not 
live and die as the beasts that perish ; his 
high and immortal destiny therefore demands 
the full period of existence granted him by 
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y^M OtU^t; to shorten that egtm(«Me is to 

usurp God's prerogative--^iid they who do 
it b^ome the tyrants of the earth. 
' During the American revolution the So- 
ciety of Friends were frequently concerned to 
to renew their testimony against the spirit of 
war : The following anecdote of Warner Mif« 
ilin is taken from the ^* Friend of peace.'* 
The person who undertook the service of 
eommunicating the testimony of the society 
to General Washington and General Howe 
was Warner Mlffin. To perform this duty, 
he had to walk in blood, and among the dead 
bodies of those who bad fallen in battle, he 
performed the service with great freedcMU 
and intrepidity. In the conversation with 
General Washington, he said expressly *< I 
am opposed to the revolution, and to all 
changes of government which occasion war 
and bloodshed." 

** After General Washington was elected 
President of the United States, Warner Mif- 
flin went to visit him at New York and was 
treated by the President with kindness and 
respect. In the course of the interview the 
President recollected what Mifflin had said to 
him at Germantown, and thus addressed 
4* 



33 

hUtt; * Mr. -MMm wUi yon. pteaso t(i4«ifi»mr 
iM ^n wlMt priiicipl«s ynia w«ire oppMod 
to the revokitkni T Mifflin ftiiswe«^dy>^^ yMf*- 
frmd W«8faingtoii;--*^pfin thb samo piioei* 
pies, that i should be opposed to « chaage ii» 
this goirerament. AH that e?er was gainert 
by revolutions is not an adequate aompeasa- 
tion to the poor mangled soldier, for the 
loss of Hfe or liinb.' Afler aome pause 
and reflection the President repliedt *Mr«* 
Mtfl^n, I honour your sentiments {-"-dk^re ie 
more in that^ than mankind have generally 
considered.' " 

The truth is, an appeal to ttrois is the leaat 
likely way to obtain redress of wrenga; Ike. 
reaaon is obdons;' in most oases wbeie 
nations go to war, it » utterly imposaiUe 
iVom the yery nature of the questioA at issue 
to eettle it by such means ; e fight nay end m 
qtiarrel, but it cannot justly aetde a db» 
pute. A few years ago a controversy arose 
between this country and Great Britain ; the 
question at issue was to detenniae the Norths 
Bast boundary line, between the lespeetvre 
territories of the two nations as it had been 
defined by a former sbrvey and treaty* ' Our 
rQiers'thteatened Qtta/t Briteiai and ^ae Ukf -■ 



begets ^ lite tfaeir thrcnte wei^e imH ^ 
aoetntpoiiifegflpifitiaieliiiiR; bi4tbeiwi^ 
nfttkiM been a iittlf teaar pacific we xnjgbtr 
have been iaeolved ia war^ a o^twry Ufa 
seafa a dispute would have fumislied mSmviM 
afgament for it ; in Ibis case the twe;flatioiie 
fl^pbt ham ioaght, tiU tbfly bid jexbausM 
tkeir Iveastties, a^d dyeid every riirer in 
the land with blood but it oould never eettfai 
tiio 8ub}eetia d tspMta ■ happily the -^oiiilro* 
▼ersy was made a mattar of diplooMOy) 
asd as hHk Jiatioae desired to -settle it 
aaiiGably, it was essily tended. 

Nations xb net ^suEffioiaBtiy 'esUmate tbe 
hlessiags of feace,.ar Aey.wmld i»Qt ^mept.. 
last so smsefa ^irxii^ity on esrevy >eoQ|Uiioii i)yf 
difissaoees faetweeo tlsain, 

^Tlm ^Sjust riflits^" £of wbiob aations often 
psiAss to oonteod .aad in thfi 4»f^v^ 0( 
wUeh they.aie :iaady to dye the earth wit(i 
haasaa Ueod-^y^ry eftsn vanisb into sha* 
dewe, whan their validity is fairly eKsmined.-^ 
The preaBBt e^troy^Dsy.hetwe^ this couatipy 
aad Great Britain^ on the Oregon q^estiQ|l| 
facaishes an esample of this* We .talk of 
^iiMiitural Hgibts^" ".clear and vMoiqMestionabW 
iMfty" 4Msi 4ink our '' heQaor":is teu^hed-^-if 



«p« do not quarrel witb Great QnUun» qoI 
eo a quesUen of juatiee, so muchf as a qttea? 
turn fbr the division of plunder* Tine will 
make maniiest the desiee of sinoerHy witb. 
which we make use of such high souadijig: 
terms, as <* natural rights," <* unquestionaUs 
titIe"-«-<< just claims'* in our treatmaiU of the 
rigkiful'Ot»nen of Oregwiir-4h€ poor h^, 

Their rights seem to be wiiolly disregard- 
ed*^A€ir title whioh ib^ of immemorial te-^ 
aure, is to be obliterated by omn^ founded oa 
the right of dtxeooery. What strange ideas of 
justice must we have, to suppose that the:(Us-> 
eovery of a country already inhabited, givea 
vs a title, without the consent of the original 
owBers and oceupaats of sueh country, and 
yet this is the character of the title on which 
our claims to Oregon are chiefly fiNindedf 
Ibr this shadow we are willing to contmd,; 
we act towards the Indians, on the priaoiplei 
that fidght gives rt^^-^nd we are wiUiog 
to test the daim of Grteat Britain by the 
same rule. 

We assume a position as untenable as it ia 
unjust : Instead of extinguishing ihe Indian 
titte by a fair purchase— «r by treaties io 



^MAek ilxej are fMi^es to ihe imiUiC^-HMi 
assert «ur olakn to their lands, and mainlaki 
it"~not by reasoB or jastke, but by oqt su<n 
fBTwr stfengtk. Thus we violate the Cbvisn 
#Mi rale of ^kttag nato others as we wotiU 
teve others do unto i»s* 

We oppress the weak aad dsAn^eless Im 
dians— and if they take up anns to defend 
tlieir real rights^ ia the maoaer that we dn 
our tmrn^narj mMn^ we aiB as foady lo^x- 
tiffMto tliein as the a&cieat Jewawiese the aan 
lffv>es ef CaiMHtti. 

Sren if the Indian title to Oregon were 
eiitii^ished, and oiers ^ clear «id ua^ues^ 
lieBable," it would he oKr diity as ohristiaaa» 
smd consequently our interest, to^trejd a set 
sort to arms ; and nothiiig but n lad( of wia» 
^m aad prudence in our nikfay €otildf on 
n«eka^nestioa» involve oBv country in war. < 

In view of all the diffienities and evite 
Midi attend the practice of settling national 
disputes by the point of Hbe bayonet, will it 
be urged that it is the only means by which 
it can be accomplished ? How much more 
eoDsistent with reason, philosophy, and reli- 
gion, to adjust all their disputes by amicable 
arbitfation; such a method would preventa- 



Tfttt'efiiiiQa of blood"--<Io away the evil« aod 
oalamiti^ of war, and have a tenydaocy tq 
^tend, with vast advantages to mankiady the 
^ceful arts and smenoes*-— the fore-ruoaera 
of civilization and the handmaida of religionu 
Caa any oonsiderate man who seriously re*, 
fiects upon the subject for a moment, supfwae 
that the probalHlity of obtaining right, by the 
decision of judicious arbitrators, w<mld ba 
less than by an appeal to armst-^would it 
not be more rational, more in accordance 
with enlightened christianity-<-*and more like* 
ly to be productive of happy results to all 
parties, than the practice of destroying each 
other's commerce, burning their towns and 
cities, and overrunning each other's territories 
with rapine and plunder. 
' Were the eyes of peq>ie opened to see. the 
evils and delusions of war, some mck 
remedy would speedily be adopted : what vaat 
expenditures of money might thus be saved, 
now employed in military and naval prepare^ 
tions^ — this might be directed in a thousand 

* The annual expense of the Navy of the United 
States, ii about $6,000,000. From the fonnatioa of 
our present government down to the year 1843, wnren. 
tten hundred and tiiirty-five mflltoM of dblhrt, htva- 
bs«e sppropriatsd in tineof p6us,to preptrs ftrwvV* 
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eliiiififib for the national im^yeOm&t; 
teience and Kterature might be encouraged^ 
the blessings of education might be extended 
fo the inmates of the humblest cottage in the 
land; permanence and stability would be 
gt¥en to human govemmenta ; the inhabitants 
of di&rent nations could meet each other as 
brethren and ohristians ; their friendly rela- 
tions would be more easily maintained, and 
christians would then furnish a practical evi- 
dence to the Heathen, that the religion of 
tfteir master extirpates barbarity, cruelty 
and revenge and instead thereof inculcates 
"Peace on Earth, good will to men.* 

d.-^Again it is said, that if nations do not 

la 1845, of 1,991 Naval officers unctor p^y of the 
foiveniment, 977 were waiting orden-— their salariea 
at the fixed aUowanee for oflioen waiting ordera» 
ainoimted to $448,336-^now the aum paid dating the 
Mune year to 278 members of Congress and to 38 
Jud^ of the Supreme and District Courts of the Uni. 
ted States, was $ 445,500 : loss than the amount re- 
eeived by those Naval officers while out of employment. 
The idk men in this department alone, receive annual- 
ly more pay than is allowed to all the members of the 
SiMte and House of Representatives, and to all the 
Judges ^tke ISapreaM and Distrlet Courts of the Vm^ 
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■pfaeft themselves in a pbsilion 6f defonofttiiiy 
will be exposed to continuftl \m\At ani 
aggression. This plea however is not (Jon- 
ilrnied by experience nor founded on f«K5tis**i' 
a striking i!lastration of the (contrary is to b^ 
found in the settlement of Fennsylf&tiitt. 
Wlien Wm. Penn took the government he 
distinctly proclaimed to the Indiansi bis de- 
sire to preserve unititeri^ted peace, by cofl^ 
ducting the governmeiic on forbearing and 
pacific principles. Penn came without arma, 
he had no iftessage but love«*-"we meet'* said 
he to the Indians, " on the broad pathway of 
good faith and good will, no advantage shall 
be taken on cither side, but all shall be open- 
ness and love.'* Did the character of this 
government invite insult and aggression? 
No — her citizens enjoyed perfect security fer 
'more than tO years. While New England 
*was carrying on a war of extermination, and 
, the surrounding colonies were the scenes of 
Indian hostilities, the Indians of Pennsylvania 
entered into a solemn covenant in which they 
say "we will live in love with Wm. Penn and 
his ^shiidien as long as the nioon and the sim 
"shall ehdure." 

In Ae Edinbttrgh Refiew of the Mb' df 
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IKm.: Ann the xM^rer iD.sp«ihittg<tf. ^m 
tiMtj Boade by Mm with the Indiaiijk Mys; 
-«^< Soeh iodetd ww ibft spirit in. whieL tte 
Mgotifttkm was^estated iaio and. th^ corjcok 
pOftdifig tsttleiDeiit condttctad that ikat tka 
apaee of more than 70 yeaiv, and so loaigiHH 
daed a» tha Quakes rataioad ihe elsef poMner 
in< te govammaoty tiie peace aod aaaity 
whkh had thus beta. ooleaMily pramiaed ai^ 
aanclodad never waa violated »* MUd a large 
tbangh aeUlary example a^rdod^ of the fa« 
diitiea with which they who are really fida- 
^raaod friendly in their views, »Hiy live in 
hafmoay with, those who are supposed to be 
peculiarly fierce and frimdle«8« 

Here then is the only national example of 
a.refiisal to bear arms— -«n example set too^ 
m the midst of six nations pf Indians, who 
winle they wave ready to aommit outragea. 
upon other Stales^ *^ uniformly respected and 
held as sacred the territories of William 
Faun*" 

Such was the governmeiit of Pennsylvania 
while it remataed in the hands of thoae who. 
hiliavad thatwmr. waa jnoampiktiblQ.iRri^b Cbnf; 
tiaaity and therefore resolved not (e aoalMi 
i^^attalanNnt of ^flMliaal.e|ip^9a»y>aBd k^-r^f 
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not titt dm Toie^ of tte^^Mkermv cmkriiiHi 
b her LejgMative CcHincils by chose wlio btA 
faore coofidenoe in the swoed fiur .pn>laQlioB» 
than in the principtes of peace, that ^^ Yic^enoe. 
was heard in her land» waalii^ and destruo* 
tioh within her borders.'* 

Shall this national exanplo of a govern* . 
ment on Christiaa principles, so aaocessfnl in 
its operation never be imitated t Will it stiU 
be urged tilat nations hare no beltir maaas 
of security and protection than the sword ? 
It would be a lib^ on Christianity to assert • 
that its professors could maintain liia»dly. 
relations with those who are often miscaUed 
Savages— -but not with each other* 

It was the aim of William Penn to imitate 
God in justice and mercy, and acting upon 
these cardinal principles of truth and rightt 
he easily secured the friendship of the In* 
dians, and preserved inviolate the hoods of 
amity and peace. 

His only weapons were love and good will, 
•—by these he was able to efiect, what all the 
armies of England never could accomplish*' 
the peaceful and just possession of foreign, 
ierritory. 

The government instituted by this Cbiis- 



good wHl to men." FennsylYama beeaine 
Ike asylum of dvil and raligtous liberty—^ 
home for the oppressed of every land* Eo- 
lightened philanthiopist, generations to cobub 
shall bless thee — thy name shall go down to 
posterity gathering Uesnngs with the pro- 
gress of time, while the names of those who 
have led conqueriBg armies to victory will be 
Ibrgotten, and their deeds of slaughter and 
carnage, for which deluded mortals have 
praised them, if remembered at all, will be 
remembered as the ** follies and iniquities 
•that are past.'^ 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE WABS OF THE ANCIENT JEWS. 

4.-*-The lawfulness of War is often de- 
fended on the ground that the Isruelites were 
permitted and even commanded to destroy Xb^ 
CanaaniteSf and therefore it is said, it must 
be consistent with the will of God. 

Were it not that this ahsurd opinion was 
ititerwoven with those deep rooted prejudices 
of education and tradition which are often 
mistaken for religious convictions, a mo- 
mentis reflection would be sufficient to show 
that it is wholly, founded in error, and that 
nothing but a perverted view of the Divine 
nature could induce any one, either in ancient 
or modern times, to believe, that the Sover- 
eign of the Universe ever commanded any 
people indiscriminately to destroy their fel- 
low creatures, or that he fought for them. 

The persuasion that the Deity commands 
and sanctions War is by no means peculiar 
to the ancient Jews. " It has been a very 
common artifice," says Bishop Taylor, " to 



42 



call a War BeVum Domini, tlie War of 
Grod," this has heen the practice of almost 
every nation — ^tbis is Ihe practice of the 
present age ; tinder the pretext of a Divine 
Commission the most shocking barbarities 
have been committed. A striking example 
of this is to be seen in those military expe- 
ditions of the Christians of Europe for th^ 
deliverance of Palestine from the dominion 
of 4he Saracens and Turks. Influenced by re- 
ligious enthusiasm, amounting to fanaticism 
Jtnd blindly devoted to the letter of the Scrip- 
itures, it was believed that the thousand years 
mentioned in the 20th chapter of Revelations 
^vere fulfilled, that Christ would soon make 
his second appearance in Judea to judge the 
world. The country was at this time in the 
possession of the heathen, and the same grave 
reasons were urged for their extirpation, as 
had led the Jews to destroy the inhabitants of 
Canaan. It was considered an indignity 
o^red to the Christian name, to allow Jeru* 
salem to remain in the hands of Infidels* 
When Peter the Hermit and Pope Urban the 
2nd addressed the vast multitudes assembled 
at the Councils of Placentia and <l!lermont, 
urging thepi to enlist in this piotu under- 
5* 
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taking ; it is said the wfiole multitude vehe* 
mently declared for War, and exclaimiDg, 
«« It ia the will of God," «* it is the will of 
God,*' solemnly devoted themselves to per- 
form a service, which they no doubt believed 
to be highly meritorious in the Divine Sight. 
Under this pretended or fancied commission, 
the Crusaders hurried forward to Jerusalem — 
all classes of men, from the king to the 
beggar, enlisted in the enterprise, and in a 
fittle while 700,000 men, prepared for War, 
were collected on the plains of Asia, on the 
very land where Jesus had told a zeatoas 
disciple << put up thy sword within its sheath, 
for they who take the sword shall perish by 
the sword." 

With their banners and the cross, hoisted 
on one of the principal eminences of Antioch 
they commenced the butchery of the sleeping 
inhabitants— *men, women and children were 
indiscriminately massacred, aad on this 
single night 10,000 human beings perished — 
and when these furious fanatics took the city 
of Jerusalem, there was also a general mas- 
sacre of the inhabitants — yet after they had 
glutted themselves with blood and carnage, 
they immediately became devout pilgrims. 
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and in religious ^ansports ran barefooted 
through the streets to visit the holy sepul- 
chre. In these wild and extravagant expedi- 
tions, undertaken as was supposed from a 
Divine command, about six millions of ho- 
tnan beings perished.* 

If we admit that the ancient Jews believed 
they had a divine command to destroy the 
Canaanites — we must also admit that not 
only the Crusaders — but people even in our 
own times believe they have the same au- 
thority; once take the ground that men have 
been divinely commissioned to fight — and 
there is no war for which this authority will 
not be claimed. 

Can we suppose for a moment that the 
Grod of love ever participated in these san- 
guinary and bloody conflicts — does he furnish 
men with arguments to justify the malice of 
their hearts and the hatred they bear their 
enemies : — does he call into action those de« 
plorable passions of madness and folly, with- 
out which wars and fightings are impossible 1 
Does he fill the human bosom with cruelty. 



* Gncy. Brit and Miliars dements of General Hif- 
tory. 
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revsBge, hatred, malevoledce, ambition and 
the thirst of military glory? These are the 
*Must8 which war in our members" from 
which the apostle Jaines has said ** proceed 
wars and fightings." — If he ever commanded 
war he must as certainly have authorized 
the dispositions by which it is carried into 
execution ; and before men can associate 
«iich dispositions with the attributes of the 
Deity they must have become vain in their im- 
agination, and their foolish hearts darkened, 
"they change the glory of the incorrup- 
tible God, into an image like unto corruptible 
man, and his truth into a lie." 

When we find professors of Christianity, 
labouring under these sorrowful delusions, 
need we wonder that the authors of the 
Jewish history, as we have it in the Scrip- 
tures, who were men of like passions with our- 
•selves, should under the influence of the same 
Ignorance and prejudice, entertain the belief 
that the Almighty sanctioned their conflicts 
with the natives of Canaan, and even com- 
manded them to destroy their enemies. 

When the Almighty unfolded his trwt 
ekaraeter to Moses it' was in this most tm* 
pressive manner, <<the Lord, the Lord God 
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merest and gradouM^ Imiff iv^ering mwi 
abundard in goodness and irvih" (Ex. nxW, 
6) and from this character there is no varia- 
bleness or shadow of tarning *' it is the same 
yesterday, to day and forever," ♦ If it were 
not so he would not be an object worthy of 
supreme adoration, a being entitled to uni- 
versal confidence and love. 

When we appeal to toritten authority for 
an interpretation of his will, we have noth- 
ing higher than the precepts of the blessed 
Jesus^he declared " my doctrine is not mine 
but his that sent me," " I came not to do my 
own will but the will of him that sent me" and 
** fbr this end was I born and for this I came 
into the world that I might bear witness to the 
inah" — He had no new doctrine to teach, as 
well might the modern philosopher say, that 
gravity had no influence upon matter, until 
the genius of Newton unfolded the beauty of 
it9 laws, as for the modern christian to say 
that the principles of the gospel exerted no 
influence over mind until the days of Jesus 
Christ. Newton bore testimony to a iket 
in creation coeval with the existence of mat* 
ter— and Jesus to a law coeval wi^ tbe 
existence of mind. 
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What thm is the teatimoay <»f Jesus, hay- 
jag a. direct .b^afkig upoa the quqstioo. hb 
embodied the whqle law apd the prophets 
in these two commaadHients — the 1st. '<Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
iniad, soul and strength," the 2nd. "Thou 
jihalt love thy neighbor as thyself* — he 
Inferred to these commandments, because 
tthay were God's conomandments, equally true 
in the days of Moses as in the days of Jesus 
Chdst and just as true now as they were 
4heQ. 

The apostle John says <* if any man says 
he loves God whom he has not seen 
and hates his brother whom he has seen 
he is a liar and the truth is not in him.'* 
Showing the utter impossibility of fulfilling 
the first command, and the certainty of vio- 
lating the second, even if he indulge in his 
heart those lusts and passions, from whence 
«onie wars and fightings. 

It is unreasonable to believe that a being 
whose attributes are unchangeable can by 
-Any subsequent word or deed, contradict 
what he haa already commanded — still more 
,absurd is the conclusion, that such com- 
mands should have been given for the obser- 
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vitlBce of either 39W9 or Cbtistfaiis, if they 
were to be ibllowed by a counter obtigation, 
that would make it impossible to keep them. 
Again how is it possible to reconcile the com* 
mand, << Thou shalt not kill," with the notion 
llhat the Jews were afterwards commanded to^ 
destroy the Canaanites f Is there any thing in 
the expression, from which we may infer that 
circumstances might occur, in which it wouM 
be right to violate it with impunity ? Is there 
any thing in it from which we may derive au* 
thority to kilt an entire nation of people? If 
there is, then there is no reason why it might 
not also be allowable, when we conceived cir- 
cumstances required it, to hate our enemies, 
to worship idols, to steal, to covet our neigh- 
bor*s goods, and in short to infringe every 
precept of the decalogue— and if this may be 
admitted the whole moral law is destitute of 
immutable truth — ^the stalajity of its founda- 
tion is at once removed^ and its requirements 
may be made to consist in the diimeras of 
every visionary enthusiast. 

That the Israelites were commanded to ab- 
stain from the idolatrous practices of the na- 
tions aroimd them, is perfectly conmsient 
with the divine will; 



' Qoe ordM custom^ of tiit GfUKMunftM* 
tb«ir barbtrottt pmcliot of oSmog hmxmn mo-: 
rific0fr to Hmt idob» to this thsy .^Gff^^xeaAj* 
addicted, agftinsttliia the chiMreo of Israel wer«. 
Qipeeiaily prohibited ; they were cominaDded. 
to peceerve the worship of ^e true God, and 
tbeieby be as « light to. the. aaliops, they vmtp 
not. to abolish one evil custom by iatrodueumt 
sfSoMier equally inhuman and cruel, and it was> 
because th^ forsook the worship and the com- 
nsaods of ihe Almightyt that they inYoived 
ttiim$A€9 in idolatry end in all their saiir. 
gvimiy oonfliQts with the peciple of Canaan* 
They wete oonuadaad^d to make no covenant 
with the Heathen, but ^ they learned their 
igQ^rhsi yea they sacrificed their (own) sons 
9^ danghtera to devils and shed innocent;, 
bloodf evaw the Uood of their sons and daugh^ 
tiss whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Ca* 
npans*' till, in the emphatic lanfuage of the 
prepihei '< the land was fitll of the blooA 
of.ianeeente.'* fmat. aux. 4l 

David was not permitted to hoild th^ 
teiMpla beeause he bad been a warrior, and 
Bpieeepius^ in speaking of tt» Jewish nation 
sKpi ** it was their nnaecepsarjr wars, bloody 
and of long duration, attei^ded wi& a hornUj^ 
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kilMlitiibte (fevastatloii «f country and 
dAeBy a corruption of monfls and the many 
tkocisand human creatures who died in their 
•ins, that was among the causes of th^ir 
»qection of Christ." 

It may be said that it was an evidence 
oTthe goodness and benevolence of the Crea^ 
tor, that he should thus destroy by the hands 
of men, a nation whose cup of iniqaity had 
become full, that the influence of their exam* 
•pie might not "he extended to the injury 
of others. But history does not inform m 
that the inhabitants of Canaan were atiy 
worse than other nations had been b^re 
them^ or have been since. 

The practice of o^^ing human sacnfced 
has prevailed in every nation of whidi we 
have received any anoisnt accMat-^thd 
Egyptians had it in the early part of their 
monarchy-— the natives of Arabia did the 
■•me — the people of' Dumah in particular 
saeriiiced every year a child and buried it 
uBdemeath ajimlttir-<«the Persians buried peo- 
1^ alive«— thenatives of the Tauric<]}iiersonese 
oflbred up to Diana, every stranger, wh^m ' 
chance threw upon their coast — the Romans 
were aeeuttomed to thd lil» saerifitisa. The 
6 
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(Sauls and Germans were so devoted to (his 
direful custom, that no business of any ac- 
count was transacted without being prefaced 
with the blood of men — the Carthageninns 
made choice of the most fair and promising 
of their children, that their god might not be 
defrauded of his due — in these sacrifices it is 
said that parents first embraced their children 
with great fondness, and encouraged them in 
the gentlest terms, that they might not be ap- 
palled at the sight of the dreadful process,* 
begging them to submit with cheerfulness to 
this fearful operation — if a tear or a cry 
escaped them unawares, the mother smothered 
it with her Wsses, and endeavoured to make 
it a free-will offering— these cruel endear- 
ments being over they stabbed them to the 
heart, and with the blood warm as it ran; 
besmeared the altar and the grim visage of 
the idol. * 

The natives of our own continent have 
offered their millions of human sacrifices — at 
the dedication of a single temple in Mexico 
seventy-two thousand unhappy victims per<^ 
ished.f 

*Ikiejclopedia Brit, art Mcrificc. 
tlKait Mesrioo. 



If the extirpation of the Oanmmtes was 
tp act of divine mercy — it would not have 
(leen any less an act of benevolence to have 
ej^tirpated all these nations by the sword and 
the spear — and we might upon the same, plea 
pf mercy, now destroy those nations which 
continue in these barbarous castoms, by an 
indiscriminate massacre of men, women and 
children: indeed we might with as much 
consistency claim a divine command to 
^ extirpate the whole human race, because of 
the sacrifices they have offered in war# 

It does not appear to me, that the testi- 
mony of a few Scripture passages with the 
apthors of which we are wholly unacquaint- 
ed, is sufScient to establish the belief that Di: 
vine Goodness ever did or ever could sanctioi) 
such cruelty — these authors, whoever they 
were, were fallible men like ourselves, liable 
to mistaken views of the Divine character 
imd will — ras evidence of this we may cite 
their own writings, see for an example the ac- 
count of the destruction of the Benjamites, 
which cost the other tribes a loss of forty 
thousand men — and immediately after repent- 
ing of the evil they had done in cutting off a 
tribe from Israel to commence the massacre 



H 

of the ifthabitaats of Jabesh-Gilead for takioij 
no part in the War. (Judges xxi and xz ch.) 

Tke scriptures are a valuable history — they, 
ticmtain an account of primeval ages, which 
but for them would probably have never 
reached our times. Their value increases, 
just in the same ratio as they give encourage* 
aient to godliness. But they are greatly 
underrated, aod their usefulness destroyedf 
whenever they are appealed to, for the pur- 
pose of proving an absurdity— or perpetuating , 
an erBor. From them we learn that tha 
doctrine of «« an eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth,'* of hating enemies was taught 
and practiced in ancient times, as well as the 
present ; but that it never was, or never can 
be taught by divine authority, or practiced 
with the divine approbation, is evident from 
the fact, that Jesus endeavoured to correct 
this error, by showing that it was contrary to 
his father's will. If men would read and 
judge of the historical part of them as they 
judge of other histories, many errors which 
have been perpetuated from age to age in 
consequence of a superstitious devotion to the 
kUer could no longer exist. 

War, Slavery and the punishment of death. 
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#re among the pdpular evifs or<)ur owg time, 
tor the Divine authority of which the scrip- 
tures are % appealed to. The scriptures are 
not an infallible rule of human conduct— but 
the " Grace of God" is — this the apostle says 
** has appeared unto all mefi— consequently 
its teachings are universally known. It 
teaches all men to live ** soberly, righteously 
and godly in this present world." Take this 
for the rule of human conduct and all wars 
must cease. 

A few centuries ago, the doctrine that the 
Earth was the immovable centre of the uoi* 
verse, was so firmly believed that whoever 
dared to assert a different opinion, did it at 
the peril of their lives — a false theory of th0 
universe grew out of an attempt to reconcile 
the appearances of nature with the lelter ol 
the scriptures : The learned Spigleus, Bishop 
of Upsal in Sweden, suffered martyrdom' 
at the stake for asserting the doctrine of the 
antipodes. The celebrated philosopher Ga« 
lileo, was confined in a dungeon, on ac« 
count of his opinions, the doctrine that he 
taught and which is now fully believed by 
every one acquainted with the subject, was 
pronounced by a bo|ird of Cardinals to be 

a* 
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<* unsound in Philosophy, heretical in religioa 
and contrary to the scriptures.^^ 

If it was so easy for men to be d^<xired in 
their understanding of Scripture in a case 
Where their own senses fully* corroborated 
the literal text — how much greater is the 
danger for us to attempt to determine the 
true meaning of writers who lived in times so 
remote from our own, and who no doubt 
modified their opinions by the circumstances 
with which they were surrounded. 

It is enough for us to know that the " wis- 
dom which Cometh down from above is jnire, 
peaceahhy gentle and easy to be intrec^ed, 
fall of mercy and good fruits without par^ 
Hality ahd without hypocrisy,'* and that 
from the teachings thereof men never were 
nor never can be instructed in the art of 
War.— ^Every tree is *^ known by its fruit" 
and until we know that benevolence pro- 
duces malignant passions-^that love b^els 
hatred, anger, malice and revenge— that 
cruelty is the offspring of mercy, we have 
not a shadow of evidence that War ever wast 
or ever can be consistent with the Bmae 
vnlh 

Distorted views of the Divine character. 
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have ever led mankiod into idolatry, aod 
ahroaded religion wish error, superstitioB and 
darkness-sunder their influence men imagine 
tlie Deity to be like themselves, covetous and 
0ruel, implacabla and delighting in revenge--* 
their conceptions of him being modified l^ 
the state of their own minds. Hence . they 
believe he is personally interested in their 
quarrelsr-and lends his aid in their sao* 
goinary cc»ifficts. 

Hence pgrofessing Christians even in our 
day, enter the battle field under the delusive 
idea that they are fighting for the Almighty, 
and the Almighty fighting for them,-*nien9 
professing to be ministers of the 6ospel*-«- 
sland^at the head of opposing armiesy invokr 
mg the aid of one common father, in the de- 
struetioD of each other's ^lemies-— we hear 
them exciting the spirit of war and urging 
their hearers on to battle — we hear them 
ascribe their blood«gotten victories to the 
power of Omnipotence, after they have em« 
ployed every means which ingenuity could 
invent to destroy their unhappy victims* 
The press teems with the spirit of War, the 
preacher of religion, prostituting his sacred 
calling, beeemes the miserable eebo of the 
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same spirit, and language as violent as it is 
irreverently wicked, is often employed to in- 
flame the very passions, which it should be 
his chief aim to subdue. One example of 
declamation from the pulpii, may serve tot 
show the manner in which preachers oten 
defend and encourage War. •* Go then, ye 
defenders of your country, advance, with 
alacrity, into the field, where God himself 
musters the hosts of War. Religion is too 
much interested in your success not to lend 
you her aid. She will shed over this enter- 
prise her selectest influence. I cannot but 
imagine the virtuous heroes, legislators and 
patriots of every age and country, are bend- 
ing from their elevated seats to witness this 
contest, as if they were incapable, till it be 
brought to a favourable issue, of enjoying 
tiieir eternal repose. Enjoy that repose illus- 
trious immortals ! Your mantle fell when 
you ascended, and thousands enflamed with 
your spirit, and impatient to tread in your 
steps, are ready to swear by Him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and liveth for ever and 
ever, they will protect freedom in her 
last asylum, and never desert that cause, 
which you have sustained by your labours. 
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and cemented with your blood. And thou, 
sole Ruler among the children of men, to 
whom the shields of the earth belong, — gird 
on thy sword, thou most Mighty 1 Go forth 
with our hosts in the day of battle ! Impart, 
in addition to their hereditary valor, that con- 
fidence of success which springs from thy 
presence ! Pour into their hearts the spirit 
of departed heroes ! Inspire them with thine 
own ; and while led by thy hand, and fighting 
under thy banners, open thou their eyes to 
behold in every valley, and in every plain, 
what the prophet beheld by the same illumi- 
nation — chariots of fire and horses of fire. 
Then shall the strong be as tow and the 
maker of it as a spark : and they shall burn 
together and none shall quench them."* 

If we believe perfect goodness to be the 
character of the Supreme Being — if it be 
true that " God is love" and that « he maketh 
his sun to shine on the good and evil, and 
sendeth his rain on the just and unjust." 
If he ** hath called us to peace" and " com- 
manded men to love their enemies," then 
sucl^ notions, are as little in harmony with 

» Sermon by Robert Hall, A. M. 
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that character, as hell Ls in harmony with 
heaven. 

To suppose that Divine Goodness ever did 
or ever can approve a course of human con- 
duct, which tends continually to estrange 
man from his maker, is as great an absulrdi- 
ty as is to be found in the doctrines of Ma* 
hornet or in the whole Heathen mythology, 
and that war has this effect cannot be ques- 
tioned. 

AH the teachings of the divine will to man 
have one object in view — to prepare him for 
the enjoyment of IJeaven : and if there can 
be any one evil practice more calculated than 
another, to mar this enjoyment, it is the cus- 
tom under review : when we see it produces 
such men as Nero, Caligula, Antiochus Epi- 
phanes, Ashdrubal, GenghizKhan,Tamerlane, 
Alexander, Caesar, Buonaparte and a host of 
others, whose mad ambition extinguished al* 
most every virtue — whose thirst for glory led 
them to the commission of unparalelled 
crimes, we are forced to the conviction that 
the indulgence of such passions must inevita- 
bly lead to misery. 

If we consider war in connection with a 
fiiture state of being, how awful are our re- 
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flections in reference to those who pass from 
time to eternity under the influence of re- 
venge/id and depraved passions — these are 
the things that constitute the ^worm that 
dietb not, and the fire that is not quenched" — 
for even while we acknowledge the mercy ^f 
God is infinitely extended, and that he may in- 
terpose even in the hour of death and forgive 
the penitent sinner, yet it is presumptuous to 
build a hope of future happiness on the abuses 
and follies of the present existence. 

Of all the circumstances under which man 
may be placed, the battle field offers the least 
opportunity for that calm reflection which 
leads to repentance — and inspires a hope of 
forgiveness, and it is altogether incompatible 
with the laws of the Creator, that without re- 
pentance, forgiveness can be granted, or that 
hatred, malignity, ambition and revenge can 
ever be rewarded with the felicity of Heaven. 



CHAPTER V. 

MODERN WARS. 

7 If it be said that the characters here select- 
^ to illustrate the effects of war, are among 
|he most atrocious recorded in history, and 
^elected from among the heathens, who con- 
sidered ambition and revenge virtues, is it 
BOt war that made them such, and does 
90t the custom always tend to produce such 
characters, and the same efiects, by creating 
a contempt of existence, and familiarizing 
mankind with human suffering and misery ? 

*We cannot ascribe these deplorable conse- 
quences to the wars of the ancient heathens 
alone, or to their mode of warfare, they are 
in a greater or less degree, the legitimate 
fruits of wars and fightings, whether they 
have been conducted by Heathens, Jews, or 
Christians, whether the actors in these scenes 
of destruction have claimed a Divine revela- 
tion for their conduct or not. 

A few instances, out of many thousands, 
that might be collected from the annals of our 
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times, may be mifficient to show, tiuU wars* 
carried on by professing ckristians are no 
less cruel, nor deleterious in their efTeets than 
the savage conflicts of the ancilent heathen 
nations. 

Afler the taking of Alexandria by Buona*> 
parte, **we were under the necessity" says 
Uie relator, '*of putting the whole of them lo 
death at the breach; bat the slaughter did 
not cease ^th the resistance. The Turks 
and inhabitants fled to their mosques, seeking 
protection from God and their Prophet, and 
then meHy tpomenj eJJ and youngi and infanig 
at the breast were slat^ktered* This batch* 
ery continued for four hours^ afler which tbar 
remaining part of the inhabitants w^e mooh 
astonished at not having their throats out." 
•* We might have spared the men whom we 
lost" says General Boyer, *' by only sum* 
moning the town, but it was necessary to be* 
gin by confounding the enemy." After the 
battle of the Pyramids, the narrative says, 
••The whole way through the desert was 
tracked with the bones and bodies of men 
and animals who had perished in those dreail- 
fA wastes. In order to warm themselves at 
night, they gathered together die dry bonea. 
7 
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and bodies of the dead, wlmsh tlie vukurai 
had spared, and it was by a fire composed of 
this fuel that Buonaparte lay down to 'sleep 
in the desert !" 

During the war in Egypt many of the sol- 
diers were seized with the plague, and with 
the delirium which' sometimes aecompaaies 
this disease ; the historian relates the case of 
one who f^l a rictim to it — he took up hk 
knapsack on which his head had beea 
resting, and made an efibrt to rise and follow 
the army ; this dreadful malady deprived bin 
of strength, and after a few steps he fell agaia 
to the ground ; his fall increased his terror of 
being left by the regiment, and he rose a se^ 
cond time, but with no better success^— in his 
third efibrt he fell into the sand to rise 
DO more. The sight of him was frightful—^ 
the disorder which reigned in his senseless 
speech^-his figure exhibited every thing thftt 
is mournful, presented whatever is mort 
hideous ID death-^ut the sight of this sol^mr 
excited no pity from his comrades, they did 
not even stop to support him, or direet 
bis tottering steps. He w^s only the ohj/Kt 
of their horror and derision— they ran <Toai 
iiim and burst in hnid lai/ghier at histaedoiift 



wiaeh retemfaM thot^of^n druidcsD maii^ 
«^ he has get bts aeconnt," cried one, *^ he will 
aot mareh far," said another, and when he 
fell for the last time, some of them added 
Meee he has taken up his qnarters!" This 
teriible truth, <* says ttie narrator," which I 
eauQOt help repeating, must be acknowledged, 
ind^reaee and selfishness are the predomi- 
nant feelings of an army! " (Miot's memoirs 
of the wars in Egypt.) 

The same writer thus describes a war scene 
fti Jafia. " The soldier abandons himself to 
wil the fury which an assault authorisKes-^e 
atrikes-^he slays, nothing can impede him — 
all the horrors which accompany the capture 
•f a town by storm are repeated in every 
street, in every house-~-you hear the cries of 
violated females calling in vain for help, to 
tliose relations whom they are butchering — 
BO asylum is respected. The blood streams 
OD every side— at every step you meet with 
kaman beii^s groaning and expiring," dec 

Roeea, in his *^ memoirs of the war in 
Spain," remarks " the habit of danger made 
us look upon dealh as one of the most ordinary 
^icumstances of life-^when our comrades 
iHid oooe ceased to.live, the indifference that 



w»* Aem tbem amomtod aiwdst %» irmy*" 
Sir Robert Wilton w^w descmbiiif tlie 
cmnpaigiis ia Poland relates that, ^*th» 
gruttnd between the wood and the Russian 
batteries, about a quarter of a mile was a 
Aeei rf naked human 6ocIie«, which friends 
and foes had during the night mutually sirifi-' 
pad, not leaving the worst rag upon tfaemi 
althoagh numbers of these bodies $tiU rs* 
tained coMcioumiess of their situation. It 
Was a sight which the eye loathed, but &6m 
which it could not remove." 

In Labaume's *' Narrative of the Cam^ 
patgn in Russia" the reader is furnished mth 
the most horrible details of palaces, ehuxclMs 
and streets enveloped in flames-^hundreds of 
blaokened carcasses of the wretched inhabi* 
tants, whom the fire had consumed— ho^itak 
oontaining 20,000 wounded Russian soldinra 
OH fire and consuming the miserable victims 
-*^umbers of half burned human beings 
crawling among the smoking ruins — females 
violated and massacred*— parents and childien 
half naked, shivering with the cold, flying in 
consternation with the wrecks of their half 
consuiaed furniture— roads covered for miles, 
with thousands of the dying and the dead 
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\i6ap«d one upon another and these 
ivndejed still more ternfie by the shrieks of 
Toudg females-^f mothers and ehildroBf 
who united their pterdng cries in invoking 
deaith to put an end to their agonies. 

On our own continent, the wars that hmr% 
OQcarred during the present oentuiy, have re* 
corded in characters of bkxxl, the faot, that 
the custom is still wedded to barbarity, that 
cruelty and perfidy are its legitimate ofl^ 
spring, and that civilisation has removed but 
few of its horrors, or abated but few of to 
miseries. 

It is impossible fer any one to read the nar-^ 
rative of the wars produced by the revoki-- 
lions in South America, without having the- 
conviction ferced upon him, that the exe- 
cutions in cold blood, the countless massa* 
eres, the tteaehery, the perfidy and conl0 inpt > 
of the most> solemn oatiis and engagemente; 
of which the Spaniards were guilty in every- 
colony and almost in ev^ry district— bear a 
feir comparison with the barbarous and ex- 
termtnating hostilities of the Gengbiz Khaaa 
and Tamerlanes of Asia. The Indians were 
destroyed by thousands on the slightest pro- 
vocation ; and many of European birth were, 
7* 
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when they Ml in the hands o( the Bpaniards, 
ininediately shot or brutally treated. Gene- 
ral Mttler, who was an obseryer of these 
seenes, and who was well informed on the 
sabjecty estimates the number of human be- 
ings destroyed by Che sword in Spanish 
America between the year 1810 and 1625 at 
cnetmUUm/ 

Bat for examples of eruetty^ trsaohery,' 
perfidy and contempt of solemn promises, 
that would be disgraceful in the most barbar- 
ous community, we have only to look at die- 
last War carried on under the eye, and by 
the authority of our own govemmeiit'i^I 
mean the War in Florida— -where the maxim 
that any means are justifiable which may be 
en^ycHl tHib adtutage against an enemy, 
waa praslsMdly adhered to* HorriUe to« 
rriale were the cruelties that it oooasicmed'— 
the poor Indiana were masiaered without 
■ H SPey la nd after nsany base stratagems had 
faSed, it was not oonaidered taecmsislent with 
the ndea of modern warfiire to employ the 
faleed-hoaad in this work of exterminaCioD. 



CHAPTER VI. 

8£D TO CHRISTUN P&OF^SSORS. . 

TkX8 then is War ! These are only a hw 
ifldfttod iafltanoeK Mlmtmting the efieets of a 
ajfltem which professing ChrUimm are up* 
hoUing and defesdiag at ibe sacrifice of virtue 
— 4o the utter dkgrace of religicni, asd the 
dnfaooor of God. They aie not ronattces— 
Imt biatorical/aK^« ; which for the credit of 
humaaity we may wish to ocmoeali but wbkk^ 
wc caaoot deuy* 

These beiog the undmabto oomenqeiMiea^f 
the custom of War'^no other aiguneat need 
be-vsquired toeoaviace an uiipiiefadieed mkid. 
--vthat its origin was in the dqvavi^ of humaft- 
pagwions— that its contiBuanee is the Meo^ of 
defaisioB— ttid that mu&i^ humaiiity «ad our 
holy religioD, demaad its speedy and com* 
plete abolittoD. 

Our obsenratiotts ol the outward creatien 
assure us that order and harmony (not con- 
ftisioa) are the first law« of its an^or ; and 
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M the tame Divine energy wbifih esetted end 
upholdB the uaiverae is ateo die author of 
ouody the same order and harmony^ under 
Im gOYernoieQt, would reign in the moral 
that pervades the physical world, were it not 
ft»r the indulgence of those maligoant diepo* 
tttioBSy which arise from the abuse of man's 
free-agency, and as War furnishes the widest 
vaage for tiieir development and exerdee-^it 
» the greatest of all evils. The very t&tm^ 
War« includes imiuiaerable minor evils, whkA 
go uniustioed by its advoeates ; it embraees 
every thing that is oppressive, cruel end ua- 
jsstf from the merciless system of American 
Siavevy, sanctioned and supported by our 
law8» to every mmor act of iii|ustioe, in 
man's treatment of man. It deprives millions 
of human beings, of that inalienable right* 
JS^, which they hold as an inheritaooe fron 
Uimr Makef— makes man the slave of am^ 
Ution and tyranny— the vi<^im of revenge; 
it bnteliaes his humanity, dislaructs and 
e pp o e e s the ralaoaal enjoyment of his iiitel* 
leetual existence— and converts the planet 
upon which he dwells into one vast slaughter 
Ke«ee>fer the bntefaery of his species* 
> ilhall Ae sword devour tor emr? Shall a 
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«iifttoni «o ^MMMod Id. Ha»m and yhitoog|ih3P» 
M OMMii at vatiftMe with ^ benigu apitit^f 
tSie gospel, ooDtinne to be upheld by mtmaai 
Moga? Shall mankiad eontt&iie to aiat a# 
tkougfa they believed that God ereated dit 
pmseiit race of intriligeat ofeotaitis ^mt tba 
(Nirpose of bateherlDg and dastroykig eadir 
#Cker? 

Tnrtb 18 more powerfiil than eiror* it vUl 
ittally triamph ; iaan may ofqpoae ile |ip»^ 
greait and fetard tiie permd when the arta of 
peace wiii alone be cultivated^^wJbeii wan 
chaii oeae^-^but as Christianity camec to ba 
Mderstoed and practised^ the elouds wbMi 
obscure his moral vision wiU be diapelMi 
ha wili distfoTOF that the object of his erealioB 
is every way worthy of his Dmnm AuthM^ 
who called him into existence and endowed > 
ym wi^ intellectual and spiritual powers 
of enjoyment capable of inconeeiv able im* 
pioyeraent. 

This is a beautiful world that we inhabit-*^ 
€bd has made ample provision for the happi* 
nass of man : the great chanieleristics of his 
anefaangeafale wisdom and geodness are evovy 
whete CThil^ed in the beaialiful laws thai 
govern the material world. Bxtemal aalure 



^oeiaims the uBtoaiided benevpltiiee. of ito 
author. The contemplatioii of Uus benevo* 
lenee protoipis to the seiitiineiit of devotioD. 
The study of hit works o{>eQs to man « wide 
field of inteUectual enjoytnent; it spreads 
a bountilbl harf est before him and promises. 
to reward his labcHrs with the treasures <^ 
knowledge. The peaceful sciences disclose^ 
the' order and harmony of the universe, the 
kws which govern it, and the materials of 
which it is composed. In such a workl» 
adapted to the wants of en intelligent beiogt. 
man may ever find employment wisely suited 
to his progress, where the turbulence of 
) passion and the din of war is not heard. 

Bxistenee here is the embryo of a higbtc 
state of being. Its chief value coneists in k^ 
Imptovement. The study of the laws that 
govern matter as well as those that goveis 
mind, while it excites iio angry passioiw. 
Is productive of much sublime pleasure, ^^ 
vances man in that career of knowledge, vir* 
toe and happiness by which his eziatenoe 
bi improved, and his mak^ honoured ; wheieas 
Aid indulgence of those malignant passions, 
ft<om Whence come <« wars and ligl^qy lob 



God of hit hoQCMiry beeauie they lead mtf 
to torture existence by abuse and by folly. . 
A few words to those professors of religioa 
who say that War is justifiable aad ezpedieiit 
while mankiad is in its present state. Do 
you believe that men are to be redeemed from 
this or any other evil by continuing in ill 
Did you, or can you ever advance the eauae 
of peace by advocating the expediency of 
war? Christianity has a right to demand of 
its professors not only the knowledge, but the 
practice of its precepts. In advocating at 
defonding war under any of its modifioatioQay 
you betray either an inexcusable igoovaofoe 
of the christian religion, or a manifest viola* 
tion of its plainest injunctions. How can you 
be worthy of the name of christian^ or ex- 
pect that eternal repose which is the promise 
of the gospel, while you countenance a cus^ 
lom which hurries millions to the world 
of spirits, under the influence of misguided 
and revengeful feelings? . Even your enemy 
la your brother and fellow h«r of immoi- 
•taUty. Jeaus has taught you to love him — ^to 
mtam good for evil— -to meet in^jury without 
resep la aa nt t o. avoid retaliation and raveofs. 
He employed Uie wisest and best means 
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to enlarge his peaceable kingdoniT-by meek^ 
Hess he subdued pride-*-by love he conquered 
linger — ^by gentleness and mercy, he over- 
came cruelty and revenge ; but you advocate 
the doctrine of hating your enemies— of oppo- 
sing force to force — anger to anger — cruelty 
to cruelty — and by so doing you neglect 
te employ the means which God has ever 
appointed for the redemption of the worM 
ttom the most malignant evil which man has 
ever inflicted on it. 

Jesus never gave any formula of doctrine 
^ opinion to his followers ; the whole tenor 
of his mission was to encourage practical 
righteousness ; he taught that it was the doer 
of the law that is justified — ^that to be called 
y^f his name availed nothing, unless bis 
fRpeeepts wefe obeyed and carried out in 
pmctice* 

You display great zeal in the defence of 
what IB called orthodox opinicm is matt^n e€ 
mem speeuktioB, but leave untouched the 
imghtier matters of the gospel, forgivmieM 
of iiijuries-«*k>ve to enemiea-^mercy, vsi- 
Twsal philanthropy and peace. ^ 

Yoii ate labouring to oouvort die heathen 
ftom Ibi error 4^ tMr way« ; you ami your 
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im^ooar^s and your biUw fttno^g them, tf 
OOOVuiQe them that their immokuioua ars 
repugnant to evety principle of justioe a»4 
and mercy — opposed to reason, dbgraoeful to 
humanUy and contrary to the will of God« 
At the same time you are upholding 4in4 
defending a custom which has sacrificed not 
only its millions but its hundreds of miUioQii 
of humamvictims to the great Molodrof waiv 
Your iacoQsistency in this is still naore appih 
rent when from the sama bible in which yoii 
6od authority to coodenm the immolationa of 
the heatheot you attempt to prove the diviao 
authority of. war. Sweet and bitter wastem 
<Annot both flow from the same fountain. 

Thus it would seem, that Christianity with 
you is more a system of opinions^ theoriea 
and forms, than a series of divine instruetioaa 
relating to man's duty and happiness, vbieh 
are intended to be obeyed and carried out 
in practice. Such mistaken views of the 
oJNristiaii reltgion have inflicted a greats 
ijl^ury (m the cause of truth and righto* 
ousnesa, then all thd open infidelity with 
which it has ever been aasailed. 

*^ My kwgdom is not of tUa world else 
would my aorranta iight«" was (the loofuoga 
9 
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bf the great adyocate of peace. But you ad^ 
vocate a system of yiolence and bloodshed* 
and are endeavouring to bring the standard 
of Christianity so low that it shall sanction 
the indulgence of malignant passions. And 
it is because of this low estimate of its wortb, 
that christians believe they may go to war 
with each other. 

It was justly observed by Bishop Taylor, 
that " those well meaning people who caa 
fight and pray, sing psalms and do mischief 
with a good conscience, may in some respeets 
be morally good, but want most of those vir- 
tues which are peculiar to Christianity, and if 
the gospel speaks truth, necessary to salva- 
tion-" 

It is very certain that Christianity disal- 
lows all War, by prohibiting the indalgenoa 
of the passions which lead to it. It is equally - 
certain that the application of its principles 
to human conduct, would abolish it in all its 
features, and thus speedily terminate the 
misery and wretchedness it produoes alBsoog 
the nations of the earth. 

*< Light has come unto the world— but men 
love darkness rather than l%fat because their 
deeds are evil," hence the bliikinass aad sta- 



^dily of Christian professprs in tolerating 
this desolating scourge* 

It is time for professing Christians to with- 
hold the encouragement they give to the 
custom of War-— little do they adorn their 
profession hy defending it, or by bestowing 
praise upon those who have made it the 
business of their lives. By so doing they 
are indirectly supporting War — by furnishing 
a stimulant to ambitious and depraved minds» 
to seek reputation and honour on the theatre 
ci military enterprise and glory. Let them 
consign this relic of barbarism to the shades 
of oblivion ; it is deserving of no place out 
of the empire of darkness — because it had its 
origin under the dominion of evil and malig- 
nant passions, and can be carried on only by 
the servants of Anti-Christ; for Jesus has ez« 
pressly declared that his servants could not 
light,* — and, " his servants ye are, to wBom 
ye yield yourselves servants to obey."t Let 
them rise above the influence of contending 
pttssioos, and exhibit in the purity of their 
lives, the fruits ef that religion, which 
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brMhei '< glory to God in tho highest, on 
earth peace— good will to men." 

They would then be as *« the light of the 
world," — " a city set on a hill that could not 
be hid/' 

There are many gratifying evidences that 
the present age ofiers opportunities for the 
further ezteosioo of the principles of peace« 
The a teotion of honest minds is awakened to 
a faithful examination of the subject—and 
many are doubting the expediency if no| 
seeing clearly the entire inconsistency of war* 
The light of eternal truth, breaking in upoa 
the human mind, is shaking the foundations 
of error, and opening the understanding of 
men to see the iniquity of war and many of 
its kindred evils* These things are cause of 
rejoicfag and encouragement to every lover 
of human improvement. May the work ge 
onward, till the kingdom of the Prince of 
Peace shall extend from sea to sea, and from 
the rivers to the end of the earth ; and 
the prophecy be fulfilled. ^* The sword shall 
be beaten into a ploughshare and the spoar 
into a pruning hook — nation shall no longer 
liA up sword against nation, neither shall nea 
learn war any more." 

TBB END. 
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